
Waiting for Battle Orders 

Narrator 1: On April 20th, 1836, about 
800 Texans waited to receive orders 
from their army chief, General Samuel 
Houston. They were ready to fight for 
the independence of Texas. 

Narrator 2: But standing in the way was 
the Mexican president, Santa Anna, and 
over 1500 of his troops. They were 
ready to fight just as fiercely to keep 
Texas a part of Mexico. On the night 
before the now famous Battle of San 
Jacinto, a young soldier wrote to his 
parents in Tennessee. 

Soldier: 
    Dear Father and Mother, 
 Today I stood beside my fellow 
soldiers as we listened to General 
Houston talk about what is to come. 
As of now we know that Santa Anna 
and his troops are not far away.  
 Many of our scouts are coming 
back with the news that Santa Anna’s 
army is growing. Some estimate that 
more than 1500 men wait for us! We 
stand ready should they launch a 
surprise attack. Some feel that we 
should attack first. Others feel we 
should wait. But this will be General 
Houston’s decision.  
 While our numbers may be 
fewer, our determination and resolve 
is strong. We have confidence in the 
leadership of General Samuel 

Houston. We are ready to advance 
once he gives the orders. 
 Mother, I know that you often 
worry about me here. I know that you 
wish me back home on the farm in 
Tennessee. But this is where I am 
needed now. I trust that when I 
return, safe and sound, you will see 
that I had to answer this call to 
battle.  
 The people of Texas deserve to 
win their independence from Santa 
Anna’s cruel rule. They deserve the 
same kind of freedom that we enjoy. 
I know you believe this, too. I 
promise to write again soon. 
 Your loving son, 
 Carl 

Narrator 1: The following afternoon, 
General Houston advanced his army. 
Even though the Texans were greatly 
outnumbered, they  successfully 
defeated Santa Anna’s army in a 
surprise attack. 

Narrator 2: This victory led to 
independence for Texas. In 1845, Texas 
became part of the United States. 

Soldier: 
   Dear Father and Mother, 
   We won! Texas is a state! I will be 
home soon!  Can’t wait to see you! 
 Your loving son,  
 Carl


